[bookmark: _Hlk115692508]French Advisory Committee
[bookmark: _Hlk115692523]Thursday, February 29 2024
Time: 12:30-2:00 p.m.
Venue: DESC- Shuswap Lake Room
               MEETING MINUTES
	Item
	Notes

	1. Welcome and Land Acknowledgment
(Megan)
	  Michelle Guillou, Assistant-Superintendent
	Trustee Member: 
Marianne VanBuskirk 
Bastion Elementary Representation: 
Megan Weir, VP 
Candy Martel, teacher rep 
Megan Hanson, parent rep 
Shuswap Middle Representation: 
Scott Anderson, P - regrets
Lara Matthews, VP 
Amanda Tait, teacher rep 
Luvena Bredick, parent rep 
Emma Nieman, student rep
J.L. Jackson Representation: 
Gord Ritchie, P  
Ariana Sholinder, teacher rep 
Melinda Smyrle, parent rep 
Ben Bonthuys, student rep 
Sullivan Representation: 
Rob Cadden, P  - regrets
Martine Dollack, teacher rep 
Susan Lorenz, parent rep 
Eva Goldberg, student rep - regrets




	2. Meeting Norms (Megan)
	Review
-Respectful Communication (value discussions)
-Be Present & Engaged
-Assume Positive Intent of Others
-Start and End Times Adhered To

	3. Exciting Events and New News (PVP & Teachers)
	District (Megan)
· Practicum students: Hailey and Melissa with Bastion staff; Kendall (CFE) with LJL staff. 
· February 16 Pro D Session with Dr. Monica Tang Coordinator – Bilingual Identities
· Shauna Nero (same Office as Dr. Monica Tang) LFI Pro D support with mentorship Feb. 29/Mar. 1: SMS and Bastion staff
· French Film Fest in March for K-10 FI students.
· Asynchronous Learning Library: recorded workshops to support staff working in French language programs (French Immersion and Core French) https://www.bcsifrenched.ca/bibliothequedateliers
· French (virtual) network groups: LFI teachers, Teacher-Librarians, Learning Resource Teachers
· Family French Camp (not an SD83 organized/run event)
· LFI Information sessions (grade 5 classes)
· Recruitment sessions at University Education Dept.
· Half day release time to collaborate with teacher colleagues in support of student transitions/scope/sequence… staff will be contacted shortly by Megan about release time for this.

Bastion (Megan)
· Kindergarten enrolment for Sept. 2024
· Carnaval Jan. 24
· V’ni Dansi, May 2: a dance performance that includes traditional and contemporary Métis jigging, some historical background, and audience participation, so students will get a chance to learn a few steps of the Red River Jig, which is the national dance of the Métis.
· Additional LASS Reading volunteer
· SAS Reading volunteers 

Shuswap Middle (Lara, Amanda and Emma)
· Joanne Brunel: supporting the French program, LFI Regional Collaboration at UBCO Feb. 16; challenge of finding resources; Joanne’s contract is for 2 years, so it may not continue, but we hope that her work continues
· Quebec trip: May 26-June 1: fundraising
· Emily Campbell: take over for Melissa Dalgaard’s leave
· Emma: Learning to read in the LFI program can be frustrating; reading buddy system between LFI gr.6 and gr. 8s

J L Jackson (Gord, Ariana and Ben)
· Great to have refresh of FI/Core French classroom furniture
· 2 Core French 10 classes (possible uptake for Core French 11 at SAS next school year) and 1 gr. 9 Core French Class
· Powerful ProD and a staff member interested in pursuing master’s in French EDUC
· April Friesen TL interested in bringing in more French Literacy.
· No linear classes this year; student feedback surveys showed 50/50 of students prefer linear vs non-linear; usually try to balance FI classes so that there is something FI all year; Marianne – historical perspective

Sullivan (Martine)
· France trip: Mar. 13-22: EF Tours 21 students EFI and Core French (v. organized with an app); Some exciting highlights (Galerie Lafayette, Tour Effel, $750 grant to cover access to the Catacombs). Penpals with students in Paris, email correspondence. Some thoughts to do it every second year, but open it to gr. 10-12 as few gr. 12s interested. Ben: consider gr. 10s who might take up spots that gr. 11s or 12s might want. The trip supports the strategic plan creating such rich learning experiences for students; benefits about this being a regular and ongoing occurrence.
· Culling the FI library resources to update, sorted by genre, expanding collection, spent $ from FI budget on books, including books specifically made for French Immersion as they’re easier to read but also some “original” French books.
· Martine: trained in DELF A1/2 and B1/2; April gr. 12’s will write B2 and kids who dropped FI in grade 11 invited to write B1.
· Martine: Observation day in Vernon; we have the same number of graduates as Vernon. High retention, 60 gr. 12s (Vernon, 65 gr. 12s)
· Cultural experiences: cooking and fencing lessons

	4. Round table thoughts on improving French programming (open)
	· French tutors: be helpful to have a network of gr. 11/12 FI students who would be available to support and to let families about this
· Attrition at transition, no way to challenge their language requirement when they leave FI in grade 9; they could challenge the B1; B2 opens the doors to French universities and gives uni credits at TRU and 3 gr.12 credits; what is the process to challenge a course? No one has requested this in a long time.

	5. Next meeting
	Tuesday, May 14 – 12:30-2:00



