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Bastion • École Élementaire • Elementary School
School District No. 83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap)


Principal/Vice-Principal’s Message

Welcome to all students and families back to Bastion for Term 3.  We hope your family has had an excellent rest over spring break! It always seems like the third term of the school year starts to fly by as the weather improves and many spring activities take place.  

Please note a couple of important items in this spring newsletter:  Firstly, at the office level our work is starting to focus on the next school year.  As you know, for Bastion Elementary, there are a couple of important changes as we start to make the shift to a K-6 school.  Firstly, our English track grade five students will continue on to Grade six in our building, while our French Immersion Grade fives will transition to Grade six at SMS.  We have one more year of K-5 French Immersion in our current building before the big transition in the fall of 2027. 

One thing that really assists us in planning is if we know of families who know at this point that they are leaving the Bastion community for fall of 2026 (not including those who are naturally transitioning). If you could  please advise us as soon as possible.  Our registration process is always very tight- we often have no spaces within classes by the time the fall rolls around, and so we seek to be as efficient as possible in our projections. 

Secondly, while the final decision rests with the learning team, (made up of classroom teachers, learning resource teachers and administrators), if you have important educational considerations for us to be mindful of as we consider class groupings, I invite you to fill out the following Microsoft form. Please understand that this is NOT a teacher request format- it is about the educational needs of your child and your feedback as our partner in their educational journey.  As always, we ask you to trust us in this process- we literally spend hours considering all the needs of all the students and seek to do our very best, and typically factors shift right up until the beginning of the school term.  We accept and realize the responsibility in the process of classroom formation for each student- and do it carefully.  That said- you are most welcome to provide your feedback.  By keeping it condensed into an organized format such as the attached Microsoft form, it prevents the chance of any feedback getting lost or falling between the cracks. Please do not send letters and emails- this is the best format.  The survey closes on May 25/26.

Here is the link: Fall 2026 Educational Consideration for Class placement  – Fill out form
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We hope all your students had a great first day back. 

Heather Gobbett				Rita Tedesco 

Principal					Vice-Principal 

 

BASTION PAC news:
· Monday, May 4 -  PAC meeting at 6:30 pm in the Bastion Music  
· Friday May 22 – Bastion annual spring carnival—save the date!
· Tuesday May 12 & Wed May 13:  Bastion PAC Scholastic Bookfair – save the dates!
Lost & Found:  Are you looking for sweaters for your children?  Winter/spring coats?  One shoe?  Please pop in and check our ever-growing lost and found!  This time of year is tricky, when it’s cool in the mornings and warm by the afternoons.  We’d love to reunite you with your child’s clothing 
Bus Lane:   Please refrain from pulling into the bus lane during afterschool pick-up until the bus departs at about 2:25pm.  
Cross-Country Running:  We will be having a school-wide run this Thursday, April 2nd  at 11:00am. All students will run/walk our course around the school.  Students will then have a better idea if they would like to participate in this year’s Cross-Country Running Team. Students who choose to participate will bring home further information to share with their families. 
Please note:  if your child would like to be part of the Cross-Country Running, please ensure they have good running footwear. With our terrain (up and down hills, across the forest with roots, etc) they need to have appropriate footwear. 
· Bastion Boogie		Wednesday, April 22 
· Little Mountain Stomp	Wednesday, Apr. 30 
Some parent/guardian volunteers will be needed for both events. Please contact Heather Gobbett (hgobbett@sd83.bc.ca or 250.832.3741) if you would be available to help. 
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Moving?  Please let us know if you plan to move and enrol your child at a different school for the upcoming school year. We hope that we get to see all of our returning students in the fall, but if you have other plans, please confirm that with us in the office (250.832.3741) or by email (bas@sd83.bc.ca) as soon as you are able to do so. Thank you!

Educational considerations for class placements: (closes May 25/25)
See above note in PVP message.  Here’s the link again: Fall 2026 Educational Consideration for Class placement  – Fill out form

On the Horizon
To check on what’s happening, please visit our school calendar: https://bas.sd83.bc.ca/school-calendar/
Here are some of the dates we know about, but a current calendar will be kept online. 
 
Wednesday	Apr. 1:			K-2 French Immersion Movie at the Salmar
Thursday 	Apr. 2:			11:00 am Kick-off to Cross-Country Run 
					3:30-7:30pm Mountain West Family photos (pre-registration needed)
Friday		Apr. 3:			Good Friday – No School 
Monday 	Apr. 6:			Easter Monday:  No School
Thursday	Apr. 9			Swimming begins (Tues/Thursdays in April)
 
Thursday 	April 16		Spring	Class photos
					Hot lunch- Panago 
Monday 	April 20		School Based Pro-D (no school for students)
Tuesday 	April 21		Vision Screening for Kindergarten and Grade 3 students
Wednesday 	April. 22		Bastion Boogie 1:00pm
Friday 		April 24		Eloiz Concert- French Immersion 
Wednesday 	April  29		Little Mountain Stomp
Monday	Apr. 27- 
Thursday 	May 7			Student-Led conferences (teachers will contact you)	
Tuesday 	May 12 –
Wednesday 	May 13		Bastion Scholastic Bookfair – PAC 
Thursday 	May 14		Hot lunch:  Subway		
Friday 		May 8			Indigenous Inservice day – No school for students
Tuesday 	June 2			Track & Field
Thursday 	June 11		Hot lunch:  Booster Juide
Wednesday	June 17		Indigenous Day of Learning for students
Thursday 	June 18		Grade 4 & 5 Waterslides
Tuesday 	June 23		afternoon Farewell for Grade 5 French Immersion students
Wednesday 	June 24		Fun Day
Thursday	June 25		Last Day for students – early dismissal at 10:10am 
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